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October 2006
The European Social Inclusion Platform is a unique not-for- profit organisation which brings together key organisations and actors who are actively involved in addressing the issue of social inclusion at a local, regional, national and/or European level. The ESIP newsletter allows ESIP members to read and inform themselves on the latest developments with regard to EU initiatives and strategies on social inclusion.  

EU News and publications

Budgetary framework and cohesion policy package for 2007-2013 

On 15 May the Council endorsed a provisional agreement reached on 4 April with European Parliament on the EU’s budgetary framework for the 2007-2013 period. The new inter-institutional agreement (IIA) will enter into force on 1 January 2007. The Parliament approved the IIA and various joint declarations on 17 May. Two points can be highlighted: 

· Level of spending: EUR 864 billion over the 2007-13 period (only EUR 2 billion higher than that in the European Council’s December agreement). 

· Flexibility in the allocation of spending: spending reserves outside the financial framework are provided for, including a Globalisation fund “to assist workers made redundant as a result of major structural changes in world trade as regards retraining and their efforts to find new jobs”. This fund will be financed up to EUR 500 million annually.

Ten days before, the Council had reached a political agreement on proposals for five regulations of the EU’s structural funds and cohesion fund for the period 2007-2013. These will focus on three redefined objectives: 

· Convergence (EUR 251 billion): this objective covers Member States and regions whose development is lagging behind. 

· Regional competitiveness and employment (EUR 49 billion): this objective will help regions to anticipate and promote economic change in industrial, urban and rural areas. It is also aimed at helping people “to anticipate and to adapt to economic change by supporting policies aimed at full employment, quality and productivity at work and social inclusion”. 

· European territorial cooperation (EUR 7.8 billion): this is a new objective building on the experience of the initiative on interregional cooperation (Interreg).

The texts of the five draft regulations will be sent to the European Parliament for its assent or second reading, depending on the regulation concerned (vote expected for beginning of July). Once the decision-making process is completed, the Council will formally adopt strategic guidelines on the basis of which each Member State will prepare, in dialogue with the Commission, a national reference document on its development strategy, which will constitute the framework for preparing operational programmes. 

The five regulations are available in all Community languages. Click here, then select the language you wish and put in the correct document number into the field “document number”. The document numbers for the different regulations are: General Regulation: 8750/06; European Regional Development Fund: 8751/06; Cohesion Fund: 8749/06; European Social Fund: 8752/06; European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation: 8745/06. Then click “Search now” and open the document by clicking on “pdf”. (Source: Council) 

Fourth progress report on economic and social cohesion 

On 12 June, the Commission presented the Fourth Progress Report on economic and Social Cohesion, which overviews the state of the regions in the enlarged EU in terms of levels of income, employment and productivity, and addresses a number of issues in the preparation for the 2007-2013 programming period, such as adequate basic infrastructure and qualified human resources.

The great majority of investments co-financed by the EU are made in regions where GDP is less than 75% of the average. The aim is to help those regions catch up with the more developed ones. The number of people living in such regions has increased with enlargement - from 69 million in the EU of 15 to 118 million in the EU of 25. (Source: EC)

The full text of the fourth progress report on cohesion is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/reports/interim4_en.htm 
Further information about regional policy available at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/index_en.htm
Annual report on the situation of fundamental rights in the EU 

“Despite some positive steps to improve fundamental rights in the European Union, Member States still have a long way to go to become the model for other countries”. That is the conclusion of the report drawn up by the Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights and discussed in the European Parliament Civil Liberties Committee on 19 June. The EU Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights was set up by the European Commission upon the request of Parliament in 2002. 

As an example of bad practice, the report strongly criticises the segregation of Roma students in some Member States. In many cases they are falsely placed into special classes or institutions for children with mental disabilities. On the other hand, the report also talks about the positive developments: some Member States have gone beyond the minimum requirements of EU legislation and adopted their own national strategies to combat discrimination. (Source: EP)

The report is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/cfr_cdf/index_en.htm# 

Caritas report on poverty in Europe “Migration, a journey into poverty?” 

Launched on 19 June by Caritas Europa, this study reveals a bleak picture for the 56.1 million migrants living in Europe, particularly for those 5 million who have irregular status. The groups most at risk of poverty are irregular migrants and asylum-seekers. “It is clear that government policies aim to deter these two groups from settling in by making conditions for them as difficult as possible”, the study says. 

Caritas’ experience and a broad variety of research show that immigrants face many barriers in the fields of employment, housing, education and participation in public life. These five main thematic areas are covered in this publication. Some key recommendations from the report include a call for the opening of channels for legal labour migration, compulsory education for all children regardless of their residence status, and voting rights - at least in local, regional and EU elections - for all legally-resident migrants.

Download the report: http://www.caritas-europa.org/module/FileLib/Poverty2006ENWeb.pdf 

 

Europe-wide study on discrimination against LGBT young people 

ILGA-Europe and IGLYO have recently launched the results of a survey on discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) young people. The Europe-wide study looks at discrimination in different areas of life: school, family environment, circle of friends, etc. 

The report highlights the lack of visibility of LGBT people at school and in society and shows how bullying and harassment continue to be major problems for LGBT youths. These can affect mental well-being, lead to lower achievements at school and to higher suicide rates. Discrimination and prejudice thus influence the transition of young people into adulthood and are at the basis of their social exclusion.

For more information on ILGA-Europe, the European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay Association, see: www.ilga-europe.org 

 

The impact of Europe on the fight against homelessness and housing exclusion 

The aim of this edition of the FEANTSA’s magazine “Homeless in Europe” is to present examples of EU policy measures and to explain their impact, whether positive or negative, on the scope and nature of housing exclusion and homelessness. The articles demonstrate that - despite its limited legal competencies - the EU plays an important role in the fight against homelessness and housing exclusion. 

Commission Communication on Social services of general interest 

This Communication adopted on 26 April by the European Commission presents a list of specific characteristics of social services of general interest and reviews the support which they receive from various existing community instruments. It also opens up a consultation process. These services differ from country to country, but can include sectors such as social housing, childcare or services towards families and persons in need. However, the Communication does not deal with health services, which will fall under a separate initiative from the Commission.

The Social Platform welcomed the Communication, but felt the Commission should have taken bolder steps towards advancing legal instruments in a context of urgent modernisation of social services in Member States. The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) said the Communication was a “necessary but inadequate first step”: “The Commission must establish greater legal certainty, through a framework directive on services of general interest (SGI), which should also make it possible to take account of the specific character of social services”.

COM(2006)177 final - Implementing the Community Lisbon programme: Social services of general interest in the European Union
Social and health services of general interest web pages 
Social Platform’s press release 
ETUC press release 

 

Social protection and social inclusion: guidelines for preparing national reports 2006-2008 

These guidelines provide the framework for Member States to use in drawing up their national plans for each of the three areas of Social Inclusion, Pensions and Health and Long Term Care. These plans, which should cover the period 2006-2008, should be submitted to the Commission in the form of a National Report on Strategies for Social Protection and Social Inclusion by 15 September 2006. 

The guidelines can be accessed by clicking here 

 

Other news from the EU 

· Commission adopts preliminary draft budget for 2007: it contains proposals for many of the new EU programmes that will start next year in the framework of new Financial Perspective. See http://europa.eu.int/comm/budget/budget_glance/index_en.htm
· Green Paper on the European Transparency Initiative (ETI): It brings together three aspects of the ETI in one document covering transparency in lobbying activities, feedback on the application of the minimum standards for consultation and the disclosure of beneficiaries of EU funds. A public consultation is open until 31 July 2006. See http://europa.eu.int/comm/eti/index_en.htm
· Enlargement, two years after: The study “Enlargement, Two Years After – An Economic Evaluation” shows that the 10 new Member States’ economies are growing at a rapid pace enabling them to progressively bridge the gap with their richer neighbours. Available at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/publications/occasionalpapers_en.htm
The persistence of poverty across generations 

This study published by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation measures the extent to which growing up in poverty makes children more likely to be poor as adults. It compares teenagers from the 1970s with those from the 1980s. Undertaken by Jo Blanden and Steve Gibbons of the Centre for Economic Performance at the London School of Economics, the study suggests that initiatives to improve skills and employment opportunities are probably the only sensible way to tackle the problem of persistent poverty and that there is no quick fix available through other more specific interventions: “It is clear that children in poverty are more likely to grow up to be poor, a result that highlights the importance of the policy agenda to reduce child poverty and disadvantage but not through income transfers alone”.

The full report, The persistence of poverty across generations: A view from two British cohorts is published for the Foundation by The Policy Press. 
Download the report free of charge 

Finnish Presidency to increase transparency of EU decision-making 

In a press release issued on 31 March, the Finnish Ministry of Justice states that one of the objectives of the Finnish Presidency is to increase the transparency of the proceedings of the Council: “Means of achieving this include promoting access to documents, ensuring efficient communications and enhancing the transparency of decision-making”.

Finland intends to prepare for the publication of a Commission Discussion Paper on the revision of the Regulation regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents during the year. Finland is also taking steps to promote discussion on the issue during its Presidency. For instance, the Presidency website will feature the Committee of Permanent Representatives (COREPER) and working party agendas, as well as agendas and background papers of the Councils of Ministers. Finland also intends to boost the number of public sessions of the Council on all key issues and matters of interest to citizens. At the end of the Presidency period, Finland will assess progress made towards public discussions.

The official website for Finland’s EU Presidency has been opened on 31 May 2006 at www.eu2006.fi and www.ue2006.fi. 

See also the Commission transparency initiative and a recent Parliament Resolution: Openness of meetings of the Council when acting in its legislative capacity (4 April 2006) 

Commission report on education and training in the EU 

The Commission presented on 16 May its 2006 report mapping the progress on the Lisbon goals in education and training. While noting positive trends in certain areas, the report stresses that the overall progress of Europe’s education and training systems is insufficient. For instance, about 6 million young people (18-24 years olds) have left education prematurely (2005 data). To reach the European benchmark of no more than 10% early school leavers, then 2 million of these young people would need to continue in education.

Full report available at: http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/2010/objectives_en.html#measuring 

 

Future of Europe: towards a European citizens’ agenda? 

On 10 May the Commission adopted a “Policy Agenda for Europe’s citizens”, as its contribution to the discussion on the future of Europe due to take place at the European Council of 15-16 June. It builds on messages received from Plan D and the national debates during the period of reflection called by Europe’s leaders last year.

The Commission’s agenda is rooted in the strategic objectives of prosperity, solidarity and security, with the continued focus on jobs and growth. To regain the confidence of the public, the Commission is intending to harness all its resources, both internally and externally, to deliver solutions to the issues raised by citizens. The Commission sets out 12 policy initiatives, including the following: 

· Better access for EU citizens to their existing rights, and greater awareness of those rights, by proposing an “entitlement card” for all EU citizens, 

· A debate on the value added of enlargement and the Union's “absorption capacity”, 

· A new political declaration and commitment in 2007, aimed at launching a process designed to lead to a future institutional settlement.

A fuller description of the Commission’s assessment of the national debates and its activities under Plan D are outlined in an accompanying communication “Communication on Plan D and the period of reflection”. (Source: EC) 

Joint report on social protection and social inclusion 2006 

The Joint report on social protection and social inclusion 2006 is now available. As far as social inclusion is concerned, the report suggests a more strategic approach to the formulation of NAPs for inclusion, in order to bring about “more precise, systematic and transparent setting out of policies”. To download the report and annexes with country specific reports and statistical information, see: http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/social_inclusion/jrep_en.htm
Note that the Implementation Report by the Commission will be shortly available at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/social_inclusion/index_en.htm 

 

Working and employment conditions for older workers in Europe 

The debate on raising the age of retirement is currently attracting a great deal of attention in many European countries. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has just published a new study on working conditions and terms of employment for older workers in Europe which, amongst other things, covers issues such as equality, working time and the hidden realities behind the link between work and family life.

Download the study: http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/condtrav/publ/15cwe.htm, which is based on ILO Recommendation 162 (1980): http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/recdisp1.htm 

 
Equal Rights in Practice - latest issue 

The latest issue of ‘Equal Rights in Practice’ - the news review of the Action Programme to combat discrimination - is now available. The Spring 2006 edition features an interview with the new head of the European Commission’s anti-discrimination unit on the European Year of Equal Opportunities 2007. It also includes a profile of the high-level group set up to advise the European Commisson on the social inclusion of ethnic minorities, and a round-up of news from the ‘For Diversity. Against Discrimination’ information campaign.
The newsletter can be downloaded in English, French and German. 

  
STATISTICS

Europe and Poverty: What is the real situation? 

According to the authors (Sarah Bouquerel and Pierre-Alain de Malleray), on the basis of the Laeken indicators, the countries of southern Europe (Portugal, Greece, Spain and Italy) and the Anglo-Saxon countries (UK and Ireland) generally reveal higher than average poverty levels. The Scandinavian countries traditionally produce better results whilst the large continental countries lie near the average scores. Of the ten new Member States the average monetary poverty level is close to that of the 15 other Member States. This result which is a priori surprising is simply the expression of the relativity of the notion of poverty which is defined by national systems of reference. Hence beyond all expectations the Czech Republic has the lowest poverty levels in the entire Union.

Report is available in French only (Price: EUR 10) on written request from the Robert Schuman Foundation, 29 Boulevard Raspail – F-75007 Paris or by email: c.antonini@robert-schuman.org. Website: http://www.robert-schuman.org/notes/note31.htm 

New report on risk of poverty in the European Union 

The European Centre for Social Welfare and Research is one of four partners in the Network on Social Inclusion and Income Distribution of the European Observatory on the Social Situation, which is a project financed and monitored by the European Commission (DG Empl). The general aim of the network is to monitor and report on trends in income distribution and social inclusion, i.e. the overall inclusiveness of European society, which incorporates the situation in terms of income and wealth, the impact of tax/benefit systems, the access to services, questions related to poverty and population groups facing a higher risk of exclusion.

The final annual report for 2005 of the Network on Social Inclusion and Income Distribution examines differences and trends in poverty rates across countries of the European Union.

For more information: http://www.euro.centre.org/ and http://www.euro.centre.org/detail.php?xml_id=508 

Earnings disparities across European countries and regions 

This publication presents national and regional results of the recent European Structure of Earnings Survey carried out for the reference year 2002. The survey provided detailed information on earnings of approximately 7.9 million employees, their individual characteristics and the enterprise to which they belong.

Eurostat, Statistics in Focus, Population and social conditions, 7/2006: Earnings disparities across European countries and regions 

 
For more information please contact:


Isabella Haaf, 
Communications and Information Manager,
QeC-European Regeneration Areas Network
Tel: +34 606 849 937
E-mail: isabellahaafqec_eran@yahoo.fr
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