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ESIP NEWS
The Regional Development Agency Senec – Pezinok, Slovakia has recently submitted a project proposal under Slovak Aid managed by the Slovak Official Development Agency (ODA) that is one of the implementing agencies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. The Slovak ODA system provides a large scale of choices for NGO' s, academic institutions, private companies, public entities and other professionals aimed at supporting developmental work in selected countries. 

The RELLMAS project is focused on regional and local labour market support and will be implemented in FYROM (Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia). The aim of the project is to prepare key players at regional and local level for the implementation of acquis communautaire, as well as to conduct educational activities for key staff in all economic areas so that, they will understand objective and fundamentals of the strategies, legislation and of the EU documents. 

ESIP will contribute to the achievement of the overall project goal and its specific objectives through an active involvement in the project administration. Moreover, ESIP will be involved in planning of trainings and internship, as well as in partnership and network building.

In line with an overall objective of ESIP to identify new actors and promote partnership, ESIP Secretary took part in 2-day conference EUREGIO in Poysdorf, Austria. The conference was devoted to the 10th anniversary of EUREGIO establishment. The EUREGIO Region Weinviertel-South Moravia-West Slovakia was founded in 1997. In Slovakia the member areas are the Bratislava Self-Governing Region and the Trnava Self-Governing Region. The geographical and structural characteristics of involved regions have a lot in common. Those are the regions with predominately agricultural livelihood traditions where development of economic and social centres is nowadays encouraged by the support of EU programmes and interregional support funds.

For more information please contact Petra Kotaskova or contact Isabella Haaf.
Social Inclusion news

Social Partners Okay Active Employment Policy Programme

On 27 October the Economic and Social Council, the industrial relations forum,  endorsed in Ljubljana the programme of active employment policy measures for the 2007-2013 period and an action plan for the first two years of implementation, worth EUR 172.6m.

The active employment policy programme is divided to four main measures: assistance in job searching, training and education, promotion of employment and self-employment, and programmes to boost social inclusion. Read more>>
Hungarian Minister of Social Affairs and Labor calls for preparation of a European Roma Policy while new countries are to join the Decade

Budapest, October 3, 2007— Representatives of the nine Roma Decade countries , Roma civil society, and international organizations gathered in Budapest for the eleventh Steering Committee Meeting of the Decade of Roma Inclusion on October 1-2.  At the meeting, participants concluded that in spite of the efforts of the European Union institutions to address Roma social inclusion, it will be necessary to adopt a comprehensive EU Roma policy. Read more>>
Ministerial Debate on e-Inclusion Policy

Technology is creating new opportunities for more than 60% of Europe’s population, connecting them to better paid jobs, instant information, new forms of communication and social interaction, community infrastructures, government services, consumer power and convenience. But for 30-40% of the population those benefits remain firmly out of reach - they are missing out on the opportunities, choices, savings and services that mobile devices, computers and the internet provide, and that other people consider a normal and integral part of their everyday lives.

“Inclusion is a cornerstone of the EU policy in the information society”

That’s why, addressing this e-Inclusion challenge is a key political priority for Europe today, and has never been more relevant.
The debate, which took place in the Centro Cultural de Belém, Lisbon on 2-3 December 07, and organised in conjunction with the Portuguese Presidency of the European Council, d provide a platform for debate on crucial policy issues related to e-Inclusion and the accompanying exhibition will showcase some of the best examples of e-Inclusion research projects in Europe along with examples of the leading technology available on the market.

Read more>>
IZA Study on the Integration of Ethnic Minorities in the EU

On behalf of the "High Level Advisory Group of Experts on the Social Integration of Ethnic Minorities and their Full Participation in the Labour Market" and the European Commission, the Institute for the Study of Labour (IZA) has conducted intensive research on the social and labor market integration of ethnic minorities in the European Union. The IZA study was published today on the occasion of the closing conference of the High Level Group in Brussels, that also presented the final High Level Group Report "An Urgent Call for Better Social Inclusion". Read more>>
New project: The Roma – doomed for extermination - 
The main objectives of the project are raising awareness and information dissemination about deportation suffered by Roma people during the second world war.

The project aims to produce a documentary movie about former Roma prisoners in Nazi concentration camps. It involves recording, filming, interviewing former prisoners as well as organising an international conference with participants from Poland, Germany, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. The project should have high visibility. The film shall be made by professionals and therefore it should have good quality. The target groups are young people in high schools and universities. The project foresees the production of 500 DVDs of the 50 minutes documentary.

Project coordinator : The Roma People Association in Poland
Start and End dates: 01.09.07 - 31.08.08
Read more>>
EU NEWS

What regional policy for tomorrow? Commission launches EU-wide consultation 

An EU-wide consultation on the shape of tomorrow's regional policy was launched at the Cohesion Forum in Brussels on 27-28 September. 

This consultation, organised through the Commission's website, will run until 31 January 2008. It is open to all citizens, to all those concerned with regional policy on the ground (NGOs, economic and social partners), to the EU institutions and to national, regional, local public authorities. 

The results of this consultation will be presented in spring 2008, together with the Fifth Progress Report on Economic and Social Cohesion. The conclusions will also be an important contribution to the budgetary review of 2008-2009. 
Our Europe 
Educational project, November 2007-October 2008 

The Villa Decius Association launched a  one-year educational project "Our Europe" which is targeted at school pupils, teachers, and pedagogy students from southern Poland. The aim of the project is to promote cultural, ethnic and racial aspects of one of the key value of any democratic state - respect for the rights of minorities.  

The project "Our Europe" will enable its participants to get acquainted with legal and sociological aspects related to human rights, also to meet peers from other countries and cultures and to think about ways of fostering attitudes of openness and tolerance across multicultural Europe and a globalised world. More information>>
Closing Ceremony of the EYEO 2007 in Ljubljana

 In Slovenia, the closing ceremony of the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All (EYEO) 2007 took place in hotel Mons in Ljubljana on Monday, November 26th 2007. It was attended by representatives of numerous government organisations and NGO’s, societies and other institutions that are active in the field of equal opportunities, human rights and antidiscrimination.    Read more>>
Slovak MEPs react to Amnesty International report on Roma
 « Slovakia urgently has to deal with the issues facing its Roma population, and particularly with the education of Roma children »  commented several Slovak MEPs on November 15.  They were reacting to an Amnesty International (AI) report published in Strasbourg that criticises Slovakia.Slovakia has been a constant target of AI criticism in this area since the mid-1990s. According to MEP Anna Záborská, the current situation is the result of misguided Roma-related policies from the communist era, when Roma culture was destroyed and the assimilation of the Roma in the mainstream community failed to materialise.
Open Society Institute Decries Discrimination Against Roma Children

Despite years of governmental promises, Roma children in many European countries remain excluded from quality education, according to a report released by the Open Society Institute. Segregated into Roma-only classes or schools, wrongly shunted into special schools for children with intellectual disabilities, crowded into decrepit classrooms and let down by teachers’ low expectations, Roma children face serious challenges to complete even basic education. Roma are Europe’s largest minority and a key part of its future. Unless European leaders live up to their promises, Europe will pay dearly for losing another generation of Roma children to discrimination and neglect.
Segregation of Roma in schools, recently condemned by the European Court of Human Rights in the case D.H. and Others v. the Czech Republic, is pervasive but unacknowledged in Slovakia, Macedonia, Croatia, and Montenegro. There are credible reports of segregation in education are available, yet Governments continue to deny that Roma children are placed in separate schools and classes and taught according to lower standards. In all monitored countries, there are also significant gaps between the official data and data collected by NGOs or research initiatives. In Macedonia, unofficial data puts the Roma population in the country at almost three times the number indicated by the national census. In Slovakia, schools do not even report when students drop out. Education policies cannot be effectively targeted without this basic data, nor can they be assessed on the basis of such fragmented and incomplete information.

Link

Equal Access to Quality Education for Roma is a project of the Open Society Institute EU Monitoring and Advocacy Program (EUMAP), carried out in cooperation with OSI’s Education Support Program and Roma Participation Program. 

Identifying barriers to more effective application of anti-discrimination legislation in relation to unemployed persons
Project span: April 2007 – November 2007

This research project identifies barriers to the more effective application of anti-discrimination legislation in relation to vulnerable group of long-term unemployed people. Some of them have even multiple disadvantage, in particular it is the combination of age, sex, disability, ethnicity and region. Though the region has not been defined as a disadvantage in the call, it comes out that it may have a significant influence on the target group. Within the group of unemployed people a special attention will be paid to the long-term unemployed.
Identifying barriers to more effective application of anti ...
Slovakia launches €5 million NGO Funds  

On 22 November three open calls for project proposals totaling €2.2 million was launched for Slovak NGOs working within the fields of environmental protection, human rights and social inclusion. The total amount earmarked to NGOs through the three block grants is €5 million, of which Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway are contributing with 85 percent and Slovakia 15 percent.
The third of the Slovak NGO funds is intermediated by the SOCIA Foundation. The €1.5 million fund has been set up to strengthen the capacity of NGOs that offer support to children, youth and families at risk of social exclusion.

The €0.8 million allocated to the first call for proposals will be used to fund projects that support families and children in need or in crisis situations, help young people and adults in encouraging their further personal growth and development, or support the institutional development of NGOs supplying social and community services to children, youth and families at risk of social exclusion. The deadline for project submission is 31 January 2008. Go to call for proposal>>
EU PUBLICATIONS 

The Commission adopts the Third Annual Report on Migration and Integration 

The Commission adopted this month its 'Third Annual Report on Migration and Integration'. The Third Report provides information on the implementation of the EU framework for the integration of third-country nationals. 

It analyses actions taken up to June 2007 on admission and integration of third-country nationals at EU and national level, thus providing an overview of policy developments and helping to evaluate and strengthen integration measures. 

The Commission announces also its commitment to put forward new initiatives to further develop the EU framework. These include how participation and citizenship can foster the integration process and promoting the development of common indicators and indexes that could be used by Member States on a voluntary basis in order to assess integration policy outcomes.

Download the third annual Report on Migration and Integration
Tackling child poverty and promoting the social inclusion of children in the EU: Key lessons 

This report presents an independent overview of the reports on child poverty and social exclusion that a Network of non-governmental experts produced in April 2007. It covers all EU-27 countries. Drawing on the 27 expert’s reports, it provides information on tackling child poverty and promoting the social inclusion of children across the EU.

Download the experts’ report 

Integrated social services in Europe
This publication is the result of a two-year project conducted by a group of experts set up to study the integration of social services with a number of other selected public services. 

Intended for national and local policymakers, service bodies and their users, it includes examples of practices in different European countries and offers broad guidelines for the design and implementation of effective policies and practices with regardino to integration. It provides a sequel to “Access to social rights in Europe” (2002) and is an integral part of the Council of Europe’s social cohesion strategy.

For more information, click here



The ESIP team wishes you all the best for the christmas holidays and a  happy and successful year 2008.
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ESIP Office
Hontianska 12

82108 Bratislava


Slovakia
Tel. +421 (0)2 355 00 11 24
Fax +421 (0) 2 355 00 11 11
E-mail: esipoffice@gmail.com

Petra Kotaskova, ESIP Officer

Tel: Tel. +421 (0)2 355 00 11 24
Email: esipoffice@gmail.com
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