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ESIP NEWS
Project proposal

ESIP participates in new project proposal

In the case of success ESIP will participate in the role of coordinator and expert in the project submitted by the Regional development agency Celje under the call issued by DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Call VP/2008/001- Industrial relations and Social dialog. 

The project entitled “Challenge of expert inclusion for migrants from Western Balkan and their inclusion in new social environment” would last for 13 months (September 2008 - October 2009). Slovenia has a high number of migrants - 84,4 %, of which are from Former Yugoslavia. Among them mostly from Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia.

During project implementation project partners will discuss the situation of this migrant group in Slovenia and how to improve and promote inclusion of migrants in the new environment. It is a great opportunity for an exchange of experience and presentation of best practise with neighbour countries such as Austria and Slovakia which have confronted similar challenges.

For more information please contact Petra Kotaskova or contact Isabella Haaf.

ESIP Steering Group meeting
The last ESIP Steering Group Meeting took place in Bratislava on 8 May 2008, Slovakia. Board members focused their discussion on the future development of the platform and agreed to promote the network amongst their contacts and to enlarge membership. It was also agreed that the ESIP officer, Petra Kotaskova would keep ESIP members informed of relevant conferences and issues concerning social inclusion. Here you can find photo of us:




Social Inclusion news

The new Website of Inclusion Europe
The website of Inclusion Europe has changed.

It has information in 22 languages. It gives you information about European policies, projects and events. It tells you things that are important for people with intellectual disabilities and their families. The whole site is accessible for people with intellectual disabilities. All information is in easy-to-read and in a more difficult text.

Read more
Education for All
Education for All is closely linked to inclusive education. It is still a challenge and an unrealised wish for a lot of people with disabilities and their parents. Education is the key for inclusion, social justice and equal citizenship. Education is decisive for the chances of every human being. To be able to organise education in an inclusive way requires commitment to the idea of inclusion and to the richness of diversity. Inclusive education, this term stands for a process of fighting for the inclusion of people with disabilities in the mainstream education system.

Read more
Take part in the Inclusion Week, Czech Republic  
The international project Inclusion Week 2008 is a celebration of human diversity. 

Inclusion Week is aimed at schools, early years settings, colleges, universities, NGOs, arts bodies, government and commerce and other organisations. Those interested in participating at the Inclusion Week can register by filling in the application form and their activities will be added to the calendar of events if they embrace the spirit of the Week.
Start and End dates: 29.9.– 5.10. 2008 

Read more
Czech agency against exclusion to bring Brno five million

The Brno authority will receive five million crowns from the state budget in the next two years to help socially excluded groups of the population, head of the Czech agency against social exclusion Marek Podlaha and Brno Deputy Mayor Daniel Rychnovsky agreed today, Rychnovsky told CTK. 
Read more
2009: European Year of Creativity and Innovation 

The European Commission has proposed to make 2009, the European Year of Creativity and Innovation, for economic and social reasons, it argues. 

The European Commission justifies this decision so far arguing the need for more education and training to make better use of knowledge and innovation. Activities throughout the Year will put a strong emphasis on education. Social entrepreneurship will be highlighted too. 

The year will be coordinated by DG Education and Culture, without any specific budget allocated to support European cross-cutting initiatives. The European Commission considers that it can be organised using existing EU programmes. 
Street children in Central and Eastern European EU Member States: EFSC workshop highlights the key issues and barriers hindering their social inclusion  

 

 On the 5th and 6th of May 2008, the European Foundation for Street Children (EFSC) carried out in Brussels a very successful two day workshop within its PROGRESS work programme 2008 on Social exclusion and extreme poverty as major reasons for the life situation of street children in the Central and Eastern European Member States. 

EFSC expects that the results and contributions of this workshop will impact and enrich the drafting of the National Action Plans for Social Inclusion, which Member States have been called upon to submit to the European Commission by September 15th, 2008. 

According to estimates by NGOs, approximately 150.000 – 250.000 children are currently living on the streets of Europe.

Read more
AGE and European Youth Forum (YFJ) call on the EU to promote greater solidarity between generations

On the occasion of the Slovenian EU Presidency conference on “Intergenerational Solidarity for Cohesive and Sustainable Societies” organised in Brdo (Slovenia) on 28-29 April, AGE and the European Youth Forum (YFJ) thanked Minister Cotman for her decision to initiate a shift in policy-making to promote greater solidarity and cooperation between generations.

Read more
Non discrimination NGOs express concern to President Barroso over limited scope of future Commission legislative initiative on non-discrimination 

A coalition of Non discrimination NGOs (the Older People’s Platform (AGE),  the European Network against Racism (ENAR), the European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA - Europe) and the European Youth Forum (YFJ)) have addressed their shared concerns to José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, over the political messages that have been circulating to the effect that some grounds and key areas such as education and health will not be included in the forthcoming proposal on extending non-discrimination legislation outside employment. 

In addition, while fully supporting a future legislative initiative on disability, they consider that there should be legislation to cover all Article 13 discrimination grounds. 

The non-discrimination networks, which have all submitted substantial information to assist the Commission services to draft this legislation, have therefore requested a meeting with President Barroso to discuss their mutual concerns and to seek assurances that an opportunity for a legal basis to counter such discrimination and to promote equal opportunities for all will not be missed. 

European Commission proposes the creation of the European Migration Policy Centre
Franco Frattini, Commissioner responsible for Justice, Freedom and Security, supported on 11 March the establishment of a European Migration Policy Centre (EMPC), the opening of which is envisaged for as early as the autumn of 2008. 

The main objectives of the Centre will be to develop specific tools to ensure that research serves policy-making and actions and provide policy-makers and other stakeholders with methodologies that address migration governance needs. The centre will also support the production and efficient use of databases on the main dimensions of migration 
Let's celebrate together the European Neighbours' Day!
On Tuesday 27 May 2008, European residents are going to celebrate the European Neighbours' Day. All over Europe, initiatives to bring people together are set up at the local level and citizens are strongly encouraged to come up with their own ideas. With the aim to promote social cohesion, participation and dialogue, the day mainly relies on the activities organized by the citizens themselves.
 Read more
CONFERENCES 

International conference Migration - Rethinking Contemporary Migration Events

The conference will begin with pre-conference by Prof. Richard Sennett from the London School of Economics on May 29, 2008 at the Faculty of Social Science, Masaryk University in Brno.  Two main themes are :
1. Theorizing Migration 
This session is focused on theoretical reflections of migration processes and their interpretations.

  2. Researching Migration 

Researching migration is a practical as well as epistemological and political issue. The session juxtaposes several research methods in order to articulate the possibilities of different approaches. Special emphasis is put on the vitality of the interdisciplinary approach in studying migration.

Start and End dates: 29.5. – 1.6. 2008, Telč, Czech Republic 
Read more
"ICT-supported collaboration and flexible work as vehicles for stimulating local development, supporting entrepreneurship and building a fully inclusive Information Society"

The conference The ITA’08 Workshop will look specifically at research on flexible and ICT-supported working models and related challenges, focusing on practical implementations of the research done so far. Organisers wish to raise the level of awareness and real-life applicability of flexible working, especially in the European Union’s New Member States. As a result, establishment of new valuable partnerships between researchers and practitioners from these countries and their more experienced colleagues from around the world is expected. The working character of the event and the broad spectrum of its foreseen audience and speakers will surely increase the conference’s value, participants’ satisfaction, and will let initiate new interesting undertakings.

Start and End dates: 4.-6.6.2008,Krakow, Poland

Read more
TRANSNATIONAL ETHNIC COMMUNITIES

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

The conference is one in a series of events that the Institute for Ethnic Studies in Ljubljana is organising to celebrate the beginning of the 9th decade of its existence and continuous work in the fields of ethnicity, nationalism, migration and minority studies.

All  four  selected  key  cases  –  Croatia,  Israel,  the  Netherlands,  Slovenia  –  will  be  discussed  in  the  opening  session.  Two  additional  sessions  will  expand  the  evidence  on  the  four  cases,  and  introduce  others,  by  the  selected  papers.  The  concluding  session  will  be  dedicated  to  the  interactive  debate

Start and End dates: 21.-22.6.2008, Ljublana, Slovenia
Read more
Citizenship: Democratic Practices in Education from Socially Responsive Classrooms to Socially Responsible Societies

The interdisciplinary conference, organized in partnership with the World Forum Foundation, will explore how the promotion of democracy, both in practice and through advocacy, can affect the quality of children's lives everywhere.To main conference goal belong : 

- To promote the importance of teaching for democracy and of advocating for democratic practices in early childhood education and development from the classroom to the policy level; 

- To disseminate best practices among professionals and organisations in the field of ECED 

- To build partnerships for further cooperation in both advocacy and education; 

- To raise awareness internationally about specific early childhood issues, and to explore these by comparing experiences throughout Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and the rest of the world.

Start and End dates: 9 – 12.10. 2008 
Budapest, Hungary

Read more
EU PUBLICATIONS
New MHE Publication: "From Exclusion to Inclusion – The Way Forward to Promoting Social Inclusion of People with Mental Health Problems" 

This Mental Health Europe report presents an overview of social inclusion of people with mental health problems across 27 Member States of the European Union. 

It aims to explain the specificity of mental health and mental illness and to highlight the mechanisms that prevent people with mental health problems in many cases to be active citizens who can participate and contribute to the community and society in which they live. It sets out concrete suggestions that can help professionals and policy makers to strengthen the framework for national strategy development and policy coordination within and between the Member States in Europe on issues relating to this particularly vulnerable group. 

Download the report 

Social inclusion of Roma: stories from Finland, Slovakia, Slovenia and Portugal 

Edited by Miran Komac & Romeo Varga. Ljubljana: Institute for Ethnic Studies = Inštitut za narodnostna vprašanja; Murska Sobota: Regional Development Agency Mura, 2007. 214 p.
The challenge of social inclusion

Minorities and marginalised groups in Czech society
The volume represents the first comprehensive and scholarly sound assessment of the sociopolitical and economic situation of marginalized groups in the post-communist Czech Republic in the English language. It also comprises a comparative aspect, taking into consideration the developments in other Central and Eastern European countries. As a whole, the volume represents a comprehensive case study of the development of the causes of social marginalization, and of conditions of the socially excluded, as well as related public policy responses in the Czech Republic.
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ESIP Office
Hontianska 12

82108 Bratislava


Slovakia
Tel. +421 (0)2 355 00 11 24
Fax +421 (0) 2 355 00 11 11
E-mail: esipoffice@gmail.com

Petra Kotaskova, ESIP Officer

Tel: Tel. +421 (0)2 355 00 11 24
Email: esipoffice@gmail.com
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Luba Pavlovova, Director, Regional Development Agency Senec-Pezinok (Slovakia)�Tel. +421 2 355 00 11 20 (21)�E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lpavlovova@region-bsk.sk" ��lpavlovova@region-bsk.sk�
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