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SOCIAL INCLUSION AND THE EU
National Action Plan of the Slovak Republic Regarding the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005 – 2015
The “Decade of Roma Inclusion” (hereinafter referred to as "Decade”) is a joint initiative of Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, and Monte Negro and Slovakia in cooperation with the World Bank and the Open Society Institute and shall be conducted from 2005 to 2015. Its objective is to extend and speed up the social inclusion of the Roma population including improvement of their social status. 

The Decade programme focuses on four priority areas: education, employment, health, housing and on three related themes: poverty, discrimination and gender equality. In their action plans, each of the participating countries has identified objectives and goals in four priority areas.  

To read the full National Action Plan regarding Roma inclusion please click here>>
World Bank report on “Social Assistance in the new Member States of the European Union”
Social protection and social assistance are important elements of the EU’s Social Inclusion process. Within a very short period of time, the new member states of the EU have put in place programs and institutional arrangements for delivering income support and other benefits to the poor. 
The World Bank report looks at social assistance in the new member states from the perspective of fiscal impact and effectiveness. Given the limited budgets for social assistance, ensuring that resources are spent well, reach those who need them, and optimize welfare gains and labour market outcomes are important tasks. The report draws from national and European level databases to present a picture of national level spending on social protection programs, with a specific focus on social assistance and family benefits. It reviews the performance of social assistance and social protection based on household survey data for six of the countries, as well as information on program design collected at the national level.
For more information visit the World Bank website>> 
Social Inclusion in the New Member States of the European Union

The World Bank has carried out a mapping exercise on “Social Exclusion in the New Member States”. 

The aim of the mapping exercise is to contribute to ongoing policies and debates on social inclusion in the New Member States by approximating the extent of exclusion in the new Member States. The study did not aim for a new definition of exclusion or in identifying groups that are excluded since the EU already has a definition of exclusion and all the New Member States already have NAPs which describe the excluded groups. Given data availability as well as other methodological considerations, the mapping exercise looked at the magnitude of groups that lack some the determinants of social exclusion.

The study builds on recent analytical work by the World Bank, done partnership with EU8 governments and researchers. This includes country-focused living standards assessments in Slovakia, Poland, and Latvia (World Bank 2005), and major regional studies on poverty, employment, and fiscal issues released in 2005 and 2006.
Read report>>


Czech government to introduce new child care system
The Czech government has presented its new package of measures aimed at improving the rights of children and integrating the individual institutions involved in child protection. Accent is to be placed on the family, whether original or substitute.

Addressing a press conference marking International Children’s Day, Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek said that the purpose of the prepared changes is to unify today’s fragmented system of child protection and to prevent repetition of cases which have been lately filling the pages of Czech newspapers.

Read more>>
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EU NEWS 
Reform Treaty: some issues still need clarification, says European Parliament

Parliament will work closely with the Commission successfully to conclude the drafting of the EU Reform Treaty by October, even though some issues still need to be properly discussed. This was the outcome of an informal meeting between Parliament’s three representatives for the Inter-Governmental Conference and the President of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso. 

Negotiations on the Treaty of the EU launched

- The Portuguese Presidency launched the Inter-Governmental Conference (IGC) on 23 July 2007, which aims to adopt a new Treaty by the 18-19 October 2007. Until 13 September, legal experts will amend the draft text. From 13 September until 18 October, the negotiations will be political. The text should be adopted on 18-19 October, during a European Summit. 
See: the IGC website 

New rules on access to air transport for persons with reduced mobility enter into force, but disability NGOs warn of legal shortcomings

Late July new rules entered into force to offer the disabled and the elderly access to air transport comparable to that of any other passengers flying from airports in the European Union. The Commission believes that these measures will provide an effective response to the needs of a large and – with Europe’s demographic ageing – growing section of the population. 
But according to the European Disability Forum (EDF) the legislation has some failing points. "The European Union has taken an important step forward to advance disability rights in Europe, but we need to continue to work together in order to overcome the current gaps of the Regulation”, said today Yannis Vardakastanis, President of the European Disability Forum. 

Around 10% of the EU population is affected by reduced mobility – these are mainly disabled and elderly people, while others are unable to walk long distances as often required in modern airports. 

For more information, please visit EDF webpage 

Tune in to diversity 

A video clip promoting diversity has been published on the EU’s ‘eutube’ area of the popular YouTube video website. The 30-second spot was created last year when the European Commission’s ‘For Diversity. Against Discrimination’ information campaign teamed up with MTV Networks Europe. It features winning images from the campaign’s photo competition and was first broadcast on MTV last year. 

The European Commission is currently working on a new initiative with MTV to mark the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for All. 

Caritas & ERIO: Advocating for a Roma-specific EU education strategy 

Caritas Europa and the European Roma Information Office (ERIO) have joined forces to produce a common position paper calling on the European Commission to take the initiative in defining a separate EU Strategy for Roma and Education. 

Entitled “Recommendations on the Integration of Roma Youngsters into Education”, this position paper presents a series of proposals on practical and policy levels. These are firmly grounded in experience and research including studies on the impact of EU initiatives and practical lessons from the trans-national project STEP IN. 

Download the common position paper. 

Commission launches public consultation to prepare for the European e-Inclusion strategy 

The Commission has launched a European Initiative on e-Inclusion in 2008. In order to prepare for the initiative the Commission will propose a comprehensive approach to e-Inclusion by the end of 2007 to support the achievement of the objectives of the Riga Ministerial Declaration (June 2006). 

This consultation will help prepare the approach and will be on-line until 15th August 2007. 

Feedback is expected on key areas of e-Inclusion: e-Accessibility, digital literacy and competences, inclusive e-Government, Information and Communication technologies for cultural diversity, information and communication technologies for active ageing at work and the role of stakeholders in reaching e-Inclusion goals. 

Position papers, based on the issues raised in the questionnaire, can also be sent to einclusion@ec.europa.eu. 

Access the online consultation: http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=eInclusion. 

Commission launches public consultation on new anti-discrimination measures 

The European Commission launched on 4 July a public consultation in order to help it plan new measures to tackle discrimination on the basis of gender, religion, belief, disability, age or sexual orientation in areas beyond the job market. 

 It comes as the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All – which aims to raise people's awareness of their rights to equal treatment and promote a broad debate on the benefits of diversity to society – enters full swing. 

A recent Eurobarometer survey (January 2007) showed that 64% of Europeans believe discrimination is widespread in their country and 51% think that not enough is being done to combat the problem.

The consultation is made up of a general online consultation, as well as a consultation targeted at business. It will run from July 4 to October 15 and will be accessible at the following address: 
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/consultations/index_en.htm
 EU PUBLICATIONS 
Special Eurobarometer Report on Poverty and Exclusion is out! 

A Special Eurobarometer report on Poverty and Exclusion, which has just been published by the Commission, looks at perceptions about the existence and causes of poverty, attitudes towards homeless people and perceptions on criteria for a standard of living. The last section relates to the work that many of you carried out on the 74 material deprivation indicators. 

The conclusions of the report highlight:

· An increasing awareness of the problem of poverty and existence of poverty, twice as much in new member states, but highlighting a significant increase in the perception of poverty in EU 15 ( up 12 points) since 2002. 

· Injustice is also seen as being the main cause of poverty, with long-term unemployment as the main key factor, particularly for people having a high degree of financial difficulties. 

· All the 74 indicators are seen as key elements for a decent standard of living, but the importance of the items varies depending on people's financial situation, with those suffering most from financial strain emphasising the necessity of all elements.

To download the report, click here. 

Migration and Integration: The Common basic principles on integration in focus 
At a time when immigration policies are high on the EU agenda, the European Network against Racism (ENAR) is dedicating the new edition of its magazine, ENARgy, to the importance of promoting integration, more specifically providing a focus on the EU’s Common Basic Principles on Integration. 

To check this issue, click here. 

Greater push needed for equality, says EU Agency for Fundamental Rights report 

The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights has just published a new report on racism and xenophobia inside the Member States of the EU between 1997 and 2005. The report finds that unequal treatment continues in employment, housing and education while figures for racist crime are up in a number of EU countries. 

To download the report, click here. 

POLITIS research highlights immigrants’ contribution 

The POLITIS project, supported under the EU’s Sixth Framework Programme for research, has highlighted the positive contribution made by immigrants in their host societies. Findings are published in 25 country reports available online. A final report summarising all conclusions will be published in the coming weeks.

Commission publishes mainstreaming study
The Centre for Strategy and Evaluation Services, on behalf of the European Commission, has produced a new study: "Non-discrimination mainstreaming - instruments, case studies and ways forward". 

The report defines "non-discrimination mainstreaming" as putting equality concerns into all public policies, legislation and programmes. This means equality must be considered at all stages of decision-making. 

The publication reviews the case for equality mainstreaming and the factors critical to its success. It also highlights a wide range of approaches and case studies at both European and national levels.
Publications in The New Member States
Winkler, Jiří; Klimplová, Lenka; Žižlavský, Martin.
Local policy at labor market and national employment policy in Czech republic.

Brno: Masarykova univerzita, 2005. ISBN: 80-210-3867-5. 

Abstract: The aim of the publication, that summarizes the results of discussion between the specialists of employment services and academic workers, is to authentically describe and evaluate the purpose-built programs in the local labour markets. These programs form a significant part of the innovation of the current active employment policy towards cooperation with the private and the non-governmental, not-for-profit sectors.
The editors try to keep two evaluative perspectives in the study. First, the monograph sees the discussed problems from the point of view of academic expert opinions. Second, it describes experiences and information from the practice of creation and realization of the employment policy on the local level. In the end the authors tried to compare both of these approaches, that lead to recommendations for practice (suggestions and advice on how to make the creation and realization of these programs more effective) and for further research (recommendations how to make the evaluation of the employment policy more effective). The aims of the monograph are also shown in the structure of the parts. The introductory section is dedicated to the significance of the local programs and rational suppositions of the process creation. The second section aims at the analysis of needs of the chosen categories threatened by unemployment, to be more specific, the problems of disabled people, women returning to the labour market after their maternity leave, people with low qualifications, and graduates. In the third section specialists from the interested employment offices present their experience with the local projects with the purpose of (re-)integration of these categories of people in the labour market. The conclusion brings a comparison of academic and practical point of view of the creation and realization of the purpose-built local programs. 
Upcoming events
Funding, Equity and Efficiency of Higher Education

Date: November 21-24, 2007

Site: Portoroz, Slovenia

Organiser: Institute for Economic Research Ljubljana, Faculty for Management Koper, University of  Primorska

Topics: The main aim of the conference is to acquire an overview of the situation, trends, reforms (and their difficulties) and required changes in both parts of the system of funding higher education (funding of educational institutions, state financial support to  disadvantaged students) in Europe, especially in former socialist countries ( and among them, those in Southern and Eastern Europe). The Conference will focus on Europe, with special attention to former socialist countries of South-eastern Europe. The following topics would be of special relevance to the Conference:

Funding: Including incentives for encouraging quality as well as models of tuition fees and other forms of revenue supplementation;

Equity: Including provision of grants and loans to assure participation of all students of academic ability and to support cross-border student flows;

Efficiency: Including models of institutional and national (or system) reforms to enhance efficiency and productivity.

Internet: www.fhe.fm-kp.si
Children and Migration: Identities, Mobilities and Belonging(s)

Date: April 9-11, 2008

Site: Cork, Ireland

Organiser: EU Marie Curie Programme

Topics: This conference explores all aspects of children´s migrations, transnational childhood and diasporic childhood/ youth. It examines the intersection of research and policy areas, focusing on children´s own experiences and perspectives of maigration, diaspora and transnationalism. The aim is to facilitate a dialog between academic, practitioner and policy-maker perspectives. It brings together related but distinct areas of research and policy, for example national dynamics of integration with transnational processes, and children´s experiences of migration with the experiences of children and youth in ethnic minorities.

Internet: wwww.migration.ucc.ie/children/2008conferencecall
Fourth HEIRS Colloquium “European integration without integration of European societies?“

Date: April 11-12, 2008

Site: Brussels, Belgium

Organiser: Institut D Etudes européennes, Université Libre de Bruxelles, History of European Integration Research Society

Topics: The aim is to tackle some interrelated topics which underline patterns of convergence and resistance related to labour, migration, and social policies in a historical perspective. Potential topics include, but are not limited to: The free circulation of labour has long been hampered by Member States, for instance through the persistence of bilateral accords. Did migration accelerate or slow down the process of European integration? How did the European construction and the recent enlargements, together with the unresolved question of Europe´s colional legacies, challenge the European identity as a post-national construction? How did these issues, among others, become an object of social policies (e.g. working conditions, standards of living, housing conditions, regional and urban planning?)
Internet: www.heirs-eu.org
ESIP CONTACT INFORMATION

[image: image6.jpg]



ESIP Office
Hontianska 12

82108 Bratislava
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