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SOCIAL INCLUSION NEWS
Poland: competition “good practise of ESF projects”
The Polish Ministry for Regional Development has announced a competition on “good practise of ESF projects. The competition is aimed at projects funded under the European Social Fund (ESF) which  show how EU money is spent on the “average” EU citizen and how it can change peoples’ lives. This year special attention will be given to identify best solutions and practices for projects that promote principles of gender equality. Projects submitted to the competition may be completed projects or projects in progress. The deadline is the 30 April 2010. For more information click here>> (in Polish) 
	Slovenia “Stop poverty now”

	On 12 February the Slovenian government presented the goals and objectives of the European Year (2010) and nominating the National Ambassadors of the European Year. This was followed by an expert discussion on the state of poverty in Slovenia. 

Speakers at the opening ceremony of the European Year 2010 were Blaž Kavčič, President of the National Council of the Republic of Slovenia, Ivan Svetlik, Minister of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, Boris Šuštaršič, State Adviser and President of the Committee on Social Protection, Labour, Health Care and Persons with Disabilities, and Andrej Beloglavec, Deputy Head of the European Commission Representation in Slovenia. 

Minister Svetlik drew attention to the seriousness of the challenge of poverty: "Although statistics rank Slovenia among those EU Member States with a below-average risk of income poverty (12.3% in 2008), this does not imply that we may regard the existing situation as satisfactory. As long as there are individuals, families and groups affected by poverty to such an extent that their life choices and chances are limited, this is in contradiction with the principle of social justice and solidarity, which represents one of the fundamental values of European society". Read more>>
Newsletter of the project “Raising awareness campaign on social inclusion and social protection in Belgium, Romania and Bulgaria” 
The ‘Pour la Solidarité’ think tank has published its second newsletter of the European project PROGRESS on “Raising awareness campaign on social inclusion and social protection in Belgium, Romania and Bulgaria”. This second issue provides information on the activities which took place within the framework of the project and on their impact in terms of participation of the civil society. It also contains interesting data on the question of the minimum income in Bulgaria and an update of the European social inclusion and social protection process. Read more>>
The community programme PROGRESS 2010 - Annual Work Plan in the field of non-discrimination

The Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity PROGRESS presented its annual plan of work with the funding priorities for 2010. As in 2009, the European Commission will finance communication activities under the campaign "For Diversity. Against Discrimination", support projects from national authorities and finance EU level NGO networks. 

Among key strategic challenges this community programme includes an special attention to some groups such as Roma, who face structural and systematic barriers that impede their full inclusion in society. To that end, the Progress programme considers as an operational objective greater capacity networks to promote and develop policies aiming at the inclusion and defense of the rights of Roma people.

To find other PROGRESS non-discrimination activities for 2010 go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=658&langId=en.  

Social Protection and Social inclusion in Belarus and Moldova

The European Commission has published studies assessing the challenges that Belarus and Moldova face in the areas of poverty, social exclusion, pensions and health care. 

These form part of a series of studies undertaken during the last two years on social protection and social inclusion in the countries included in the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP).  In 2008, studies were made of the situation in Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine.  In 2009, studies were dedicated to the Southern Caucasus, including Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.  

The study on Ukraine and the synthesis report on Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine should be available by March 2010 and the studies on the Southern Caucasus in 2011. Read more>> 
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EU NEWS
Spanish Presidency contributes to a strong momentum for the 2010 EU Year for combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 

The Spanish Presidency hosted the official opening event for the 2010 European Year for combating Poverty and Social Exclusion in Madrid on 21 January. The presence of the President of the Spanish Government José Luis Zapatero and a number of senior Spanish Government Ministers as well as the presence of the President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso and high level interest from the Spanish media, ensured that the Opening event contributed to building a strong momentum for the 2010 year. One of the high points of the Opening event was the round table on testimonies and proposals from persons with direct experience of poverty and social exclusion. In the coming days the Spanish Presidency should present some key conclusions arising from the Opening event. 

Hearings of the European Commissioners designate in the European Parliament 
Between 11 and 19 January, the European Parliament held a series of public hearings with the 26 candidate Commissioners put forward by the Council and Commission President José Manuel Barroso. The "Commissioners’ designate" faced three hours of questioning by MEPs sitting on the committees relevant to their proposed portfolios. They were evaluated on their specific knowledge and competence in their field, including their European commitment, their independence and their communication skills 

'Wise men' discuss EU's 2020 strategy 
Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero hosted a meeting with prominent EU 'wise men' in Madrid on 5 January to discuss Europe's economic and social strategy for the next decade. Former European Commission President Jacques Delors and former Spanish Prime Minister Felipe González were the high level personalities invited to the meeting, hosted at the governmental palace of Moncloa on Tuesday. 

Barroso pledges 'to fight' for EU social agenda 
On 16 December 2009, European Commission President José Manuel Barroso faced accusations from MEPs that his draft EU 2020 strategy for economic and environmental renewal lacked a sufficient social dimension. Barroso, responding to a barrage of questions from MEPs during a one hour 'question time' in Strasbourg, was repeatedly challenged over the lack of social aspects in the strategy. 

European Council to boosting economic growth 
The 27 heads of State and government will be meeting on 11th February for an extraordinary European Council devoted to boosting economic growth said the President of the European Council, Herman van Rompuy on 4th January. "We need more economic growth in view of funding a sound basis for our social model and to protect our European way of life," he explained. 

Andor eyes high ranking in Barroso II 
As a result of the financial and economic crises, László Andor, Hungary's commissioner designate for employment and social affairs, expects to become a heavyweight in the Barroso II executive. "Employment and social issues will be key areas of EU policy, both in the short and long term," Andor declared in a recent hearing before the Hungarian parliament. The crisis is not over yet and tackling the Europe's record unemployment will be a crucial part of his future job, Andor admitted. 

Eurozone jobless rate jumps to 10% 
Eurozone unemployment jumped to an 11-year high in November and is likely to rise further this year, adding to the instability of an economic recovery now based on fickle inventory rebuilding and exports. The European Union's statistics office Eurostat said the number of people without jobs rose by 102,000 in November to 15.712 million, or 10% of the workforce in the 16 countries using the euro, the highest since August 1998. 

Parliament sees crisis as 'opportunity' for tax harmonisation 
The economic crisis could present an opportunity to harmonise taxation policy across EU member states, according to officials at the European Parliament who contributed to a major report on the future development of the EU. Policy experts advising the Parliament are predicting deeper integration of European economies and potentially closer ties on direct taxes – a suggestion likely to raise the hackles of several Anglo-Saxon and Eastern European finance ministers. 

Tackling health inequality could boost economy 
Addressing health inequality in Europe would provide a long-term economic boost, according to a report launched on 11 January in Paris. Health inequality is estimated to cost around 1.4% of GDP, prompting calls for investment in social and health services. This comes at a time when governments are looking to curtail public spending, something outgoing EU Health Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou has warned would be counterproductive

PUBLICATIONS 
European Commission: Monthly Labour Market Monitor January 2010 
Latest data for November/December 2009 show that EU labour markets continue to weaken, although at a more moderate pace. Unemployment is still rising in most Member States, but labour markets have shown stronger signs of stabilising in certain countries, confirming an easing in the deterioration of the EU labour market overall. Nevertheless, despite improving economic prospects and sentiment, the labour market outlook remains unfavourable for this year and is only expected to show a gradual improvement afterwards. February’s edition of the Monthly Labour Market Monitor includes a special focus on the shipbuilding sector. 

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research. Women's Work and Pensions: What is Good, What is Best? 
This publication aims at exploring difficulties women face in working life and retirement and what could be done to achieve more gender equality and fairness for women and men alike. Leading pension experts, predominantly women, from East and West, North and South of Europe, analyse the basic challenges through single and comparative country studies. The editors provide facts and figures on women's lives, work and pensions and draw theoretical lessons and practical policy conclusions from the studies and gendered statistical indicators. More info>> 
Report on the links between migration and discrimination 
This report analyses discrimination based on nationality to identify whether third-country nationals in the European Union are protected from discrimination on grounds of nationality, as well as on grounds of race, ethnic origin or religion in situations where nationality is used as a proxy for these grounds. Written by Olivier De Schutter, it is a product of the European Network of Independent Legal Experts in the non discrimination field. The report identifies the gaps in the degree of protection afforded to third-country nationals by examining international and European human rights law, national constitutions, and the domestic legislation of EU Member States. More info>>
Council of Europe book: “The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, its first 15 years” 
This book provides a detailed assessment of the first 15 years of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance. ECRI’s terms of reference deriving from the Vienna Plan of Action were to “review member States’ legislation, policies and other measures to combat racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance, and their effectiveness” and “propose further action at local, national and European level”. This book examines how ECRI has developed and fulfilled this mandate. Read more>>
EPC: EU 2010 – a reappraisal 
Europe enters a new decade facing strong internal and external challenges, says this commentary by Antonio Missiroli. However welcome, the Lisbon Treaty looks more a response to past rather than future challenges, which cannot generate the required political will or strategic vision. Externally Europe will need to get its act together and fight to make its voice heard among the 21 st century’s new global players, but it will only be taken seriously if it can generate growth rates to match those of the emerging economic powers – and reform itself accordingly 

AGENDA
March 2010

1 March: CECOP working meeting with stakeholders on social enterprises / enterprises of general interest “Social enterprises: what is their future in Europe?”, Brussels. Get the programme in English and French writing to cecop@cecop.coop. 
11-12 March: World Diversity Leadership Summit Europe, Vienna, Austria.

18-19 March: MINORITYMEDIA and the research centre MIGRINTER international conference on ethnic minority media, Poitiers, France. 

April 2010 
8-9 April

The second European Summit on Roma inclusion will take place in Córdoba (Spain), on the 8th and 9th April 2010, on the occasion of the International Roma Day, as a key event of the Spanish Presidency of the Council. 

Debates will build upon the last developments of the Roma issue at European level, in particular the outputs from the two meetings of the European Platform for Roma inclusion and the 10 Common Basic Principles for Roma inclusion annexed to the EPSCO Council Conclusions of June 2009. 

Following the pattern from the first Summit, this event will gather representatives from the EU institutions, Member States, international organisations and Roma civil society. 

Participation in the Summit is limited to those invited by the Spanish Presidency of the Council.

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=518&langId=en&eventsId=234&furtherEvents=yes#content
29 April: AGE EU Day on solidarity between generations. 
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