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ESIP NEWS
Workshop on Child Poverty
Preparations for the fourth and last workshop of the Laps and Raps II (Local and Regional Action Plans for Social Inclusion) project to take place from 16-18 September 2009 in Celje, Slovenia are underway. The theme will be on the issue of “Child poverty”. 
ESIP is a partner in this project and assists with the co-organisation of this event.  An ESIP Steering Group meeting will follow the event.

Presentations and a workshop report will be uploaded onto the ESIP website following the event. For more information please contact Isabella Haaf or visit the ESIP website
Go back to index
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SOCIAL INCLUSION NEWS
The 6th Annual Thematic Conference on Non-Discrimination Issues in the EU

On 25 and 26 June 2009, the European Commission hosted its annual non-discrimination conference, which took place in Budapest, Hungary.
The conference dealt with the role of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and trade unions in combating discrimination. The conference was organised by the Action against Discrimination, Civil Society Unit of the European Commission’s DG for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities. 

It brought together around 200 participants representing NGOs, trade unions, governments and equality bodies and academic experts from across Europe, as well as representatives of the European Commission and the European Parliament.  More info 
The Hungarian Government presented the Equal Opportunity Funding Policy Call (EOFP)
 “Equal Access of Roma to EU Funds is essential for strengthening social inclusion” – this was the key message of the International Conference on Equal Opportunity Funding Policy which took place in Budapest on 23 June 2009

The main goal of the EOFP is to introduce a new, Equal Opportunity Plan for allocation of EU funds. The Equal Opportunity Plan is an obligatory part of all tender proposals in the field of public education and urban-rehabilitation, submitted by municipalities, schools, etc. 

The meeting was opened by the representative from the Hungarian Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, Dr. László Herczog and the European Director for Equality between Men and Women, Action Against Discrimination, Civil Society, Mrs. Belinda Pyke. 

Afterwards, Hungarian representatives presented the implementation of equal opportunities as horizontal principle in funding policy. This was followed by policies implementation presentations from Bulgaria, Greece, Slovakia and Spain. More info and documentation
Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion in Rural areas
The Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion in Rural areas Conference was held on the 11 – 12 June 2009 in Budapest, Hungary 
Rural poverty is an important aspect of European poverty, in particular since rural areas account for a large proportion of European territory and its population. In some Member States the poverty risk in rural areas is double that of urban areas. 

However, the specificities of rural areas have until now been neglected in the analysis of poverty in Europe.  There would still seem to be a lack of public awareness and commitment from the different strands of public institutions in addressing the issue of rural poverty. 

The conference highlighted the need for enhanced cooperation with the different actors in the field of social policies, agricultural development, regional policy and statistics to fight poverty and social exclusion in rural areas.

The conference was organised - with the support of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour of Hungary - by the European Commission's Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities in cooperation with the Directorates-General for Agriculture and Rural Development, Regional Policy and Eurostat. More info and documentation
Slovakia 2008. Trends in Quality of Democracy

Trends in Quality of Democracy is an output of the project IVO Barometer which evaluates the state and quality of democracy in Slovakia after it became a full-fledged member of the EU. The project’s methodology is based on systematic monitoring and analysis of the main development trends in five key areas: democratic institutions and the rule of law; legislation; protection and implementation of human and minority rights; performance of independent and public service media; and Euro-integration and transatlantic dimensions of foreign policy. A detailed assessment of the quality of democracy in each examined area is complemented by an analysis of public opinion regarding development trends of Slovak society in 2008. Publication is supported by the Open Society Institute. More info 
1st meeting of the Integrated Platform on Roma inclusion
A new European platform for Roma inclusion met for the first time in Prague on 24 April 2009, to improve coordination of national actions to tackle the exclusion of Europe's biggest ethnic minority.

The meeting brought together national governments, the EU, other international organisations and civil society and stimulated cooperation and exchange of experience on successful Roma inclusion policies.

The conference was co-organized by the EU Commission and the Czech presidency to EU Council and the Commission presented its initiatives for 2009-2010. Read more



Related website on Roma inclusion
Go back to index
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EU NEWS
An impressive commitment by all to Equal Opportunities for All!

The Commission has on 19 June 2009, adopted a communication on the implementation, the results and the overall assessment of the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for All (EYEO).

This communication shows that the most important factor in the EYEO's success was the political commitment of the Member States, the European institutions and civil society. The Member States not only allocated considerable resources to practical implementation, but were also prepared — sometimes for the first time — to discuss openly the situation regarding discrimination in their countries and to draw up public strategies for tackling the problems identified.

The overall objectives of the European Year were to make people more aware of their rights to enjoy equal treatment and a life free of discrimination – irrespective of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age and sexual orientation and to launch a major debate on the benefits of diversity for European societies. Read more

The EU will promote social inclusion of the Roma in response to the boost of racism and xenophobia

The European Union (EU) has announced new measures to improve social inclusion of the Roma in response to the boost of “increasing pressure and discrimination” of racist and xenophobic groups in some member states. 

During the last meeting of the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumers Affairs Council (EPSCO) the 8th June in Luxembourg, Michael Kocáb, the Czech Minister for Human Rights lead the discussion focus on the equal treatment and social inclusion of excluded communities.

The meeting of deputy ministers and high officials of the EU-27 unanimously adopted the Council conclusions on population ageing and on preventing multiple discrimination against elderly men and women and the conclusions concerning the inclusion of Roma. Read more


EU Shared commitment for employment
 
On Wednesday June 3rd, the Commission adopted a communication on employment, ahead of the June Spring Council meeting. The EU will make available €19 billion of planned European Social Fund expenditure to support people hit by the economic crisis. The proposals will be presented to EU leaders for their agreement at the European Council on 18-19 June. Read more. Social NGOs expressed their disappointment about it. 
Social Platform expectations for the next Equality Summit 
In view of the next Equality Summit which will take place in Stockholm on 16-17 November, the Social Platform sent a letter to the upcoming Swedish Presidency of the EU presenting its expectations. Read more 
EU begins to rethink growth and jobs strategy 
As the recession bites, national governments and the European Commission have begun to reflect on replacing the EU's overarching strategy for growth and jobs, known as the Lisbon Agenda. “Green growth”, innovation and education are likely to feature highly among the EU's new priorities.  The European Commission is preparing a broad Internet consultation on revising the Lisbon Strategy in early autumn 2009. Read more 

EU Parliament recognises importance of active inclusion in society 
On Friday 30 April EAPN wrote to MEPs to request support for Green MEP Lamberts Report on Active Inclusion, voted in the European Plenary session on 6 May. UK Green MEP Jean Lambert, author of a report on "active inclusion in society", commented on its adoption by the European Parliament. Read more. 

EC refers Poland to European Court of Justice on gender equality legislation
The European Commission has on 14 May 2009, referred Poland to the European Court of Justice (ECJ) for non-transposition of EU rules prohibiting gender discrimination in access to and supply of goods and services (Directive 2004/113/EC). Poland has not yet adopted the necessary measures to give effect to the legislation in national law, despite a 'Reasoned Opinion' (second stage warning) sent by the Commission in 2008. Read more 

Eighth Meeting of People experiencing poverty
The 8th Meeting of people experiencing poverty took place in Brussels on 15 and 16 May 2009 and addressed the topics of Housing, Financial Inclusion and Access to Basic Services.  Read more
EDF’s General Assembly in Athens: the future cannot wait! 

The European Disability Forum held its 13th Annual General Assembly in Athens on 12 May. The representative organisation of 65 million persons with disabilities in Europe, gathered in Athens more than 200 participants from 30 national federations and 50 European disability NGOs to elect its leaders. Read more. 

2009 EU peer review programme on social inclusion 

The European Commission has launched its 2009 peer review programme on social inclusion. This year, the programme will look at 10 policies/practices related to social inclusion.  For more information, see the peer review programme website. 

The European Parliament urges the European Commission to regulate micro-credit in Europe
 
In a new report adopted on March 24th 2009, the European Parliament urges the European Commission to regulate micro-credit in Europe. The document suggests: the creation of a central agency coordinating all micro-credit operations and initiatives in Europe, more EU financing for such initiatives, the promotion and dissemination of good practices within the sector of micro-credit and the elaboration of a new definition of micro-credit. Read more. 

Social Platform response to the European Commission consultation on health inequalities 

Social Platform welcomes the decision of the European Commission to consult civil society at EU level on its future actions to reduce health inequalities and focuses on five key messages concerning: social exclusion, gender and equality principles, the Open Method of Coordination, participation of people experiencing poverty, mainstreaming social and public health goals in all policies. Read more. 

Go back to index


PUBLICATIONS   
Report Released “The Decade of Roma Inclusion: A Unifying Framework of Progress Measurement and Options for Data Collection”
Last April, the institute for the Study of Labour (IZA) in Bonn released a research report identifying indicators for tracking and reporting on the results of the Roma inclusion policies between 2005-2015 at national and across the Decade Countries. 
These indicators are identified for four priority areas: education, employment, health and housing. Download Reports
79 million EU citizens were at-risk-of-poverty in 2007, of whom 32 million were also materially deprived – 

In 2007, 16% of the population was assessed to be at-risk-of-poverty following the concept of relative poverty adopted in the European Union. The risk of poverty is more than 30% for the elderly population in Cyprus, Estonia and Latvia. Among children, the at-risk-of poverty rate is highest in Italy, Romania, Spain and Poland. Social protection reduces poverty by 36% on average in the EU. A new indicator of material deprivation completes the social exclusion picture. New Member States (Romania, Latvia, Poland, Hungary, Cyprus, Lithuania and Slovakia) have the highest shares of the population who are materially deprived. Finally, 32 million people could be considered as both at-risk-of-poverty and materially deprived, i.e. with a very high likelihood of poverty and social exclusion. Read more 



EU Fundamental Rights Agency presents its Annual Report: Member States must close gaps in legal protection 
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) on 24 June released its Annual Report 2009. The report covers information, events and developments in the EU for the year 2008. It supplies material under the heading of ‘racism, xenophobia and related intolerance', and adds to this an overview of developments in a range of other fundamental rights areas, consistent with the Agency's mandate. The Agency's research shows that alarmingly few people are aware of their rights and where to report incidents of discrimination. Read more
Social Protection and Social Inclusion in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro
The studies aiming at informing the process of the accession perspective of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro in the area of social protection and social inclusion are available. Download  
“She and He  in Slovakia. Gender and Age in the Period of Transition”

The Institute for Public Affairs, Slovakia has issued a new publication She and He in Slovakia. Gender and Age in the Period of Transition. The book is the result of a project called Plus for Women 45+ within the EU Community Initiative EQUAL. The book summarizes the findings of the whole research endeavour in 2005 – 2008. 

The new book She and He in Slovakia. Gender and Age in the Period of Transition encompasses following eight chapters: 
Download 

People-Centred Analyses Report 

The new issue of the “People-Centered Analyses Report” examines regional disparities regarding social exclusion and quality of life throughout the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. According to the report, the gap between rich and poor is growing. Download report
Spring edition of “Equality in Action” The spring 2009 edition of the European Commission’s on-line magazine dedicated to Equality in Action is now available on the European Commission website. Read more. 

Publication of ECRI’s Annual Report 
The Council of Europe’s European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) has published its annual activity report for 2008. Read more 

EPC report on the empowerment of Europe’s minorities
 
The European Policy Centre has published the report of the Policy Dialogue it organised on 19 May 2009 on “Empowerment of Europe’s minorities: why, when and how?” Barack Obama’s election as US President is empowering many young US citizens from minority groups, but Europe is lagging behind, speakers told the EPC Policy Dialogue. Read more

Council of Europe publication on racism against migrants in Europe 
The increase of racism against migrants should be discussed at a time when the issue of migration is at the heart of many States’ concerns. This publication analyses migration policies which may have an influence on this increase. Read more (in French) 

Council of Europe report on economic migration, social cohesion and development 

This report was prepared to support the ministerial debate during the 8th conference of the European ministers. It presents the main aspects and characteristics of migration in the member states of the Council of Europe, analyses policy challenges raised by contemporary migration and identifies an integrated policy agenda. Read more 

FEANSTA’s magazine: Spring 2009 edition is online
 
The Spring 2009 edition of Homeless in Europe, FEANTSA’s tri-annual magazine, is now available online. The theme of this issue is “Homelessness and the Arts: Creativity, empowerment and social change”. Read more 

External evaluation of the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for All (EYEO) 
The overall aim of this evaluation was to determine whether the EYEO was a success both at the European level and at the level of the 30 Participant Countries. The final report and its 4 thematic reports are now available. 
Go back to index

CONFERENCES
PEGNet Conference 2009: Policies for Reducing Inequality in the Developing World
 
The Poverty Reduction, Equity and Growth Network (PEGNet) will hold its annual conference at the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague (The Netherlands), on 3 – 4 September 2009. More information
Inter-disciplinary Conference: The Politics of Social Cohesion


The Centre for the Study of Equality and Multiculturalism (CESEM) is organising an international inter-disciplinary conference on politics of social cohesion Copenhagen University will hold a conference from the 9th – 12th September 2009. This inter-disciplinary conference aims to address social cohesion and the political uses to which this concept is put, in particular in relation to ethno cultural diversity.More information
Go back to index

CONTACT INFORMATION

European Social Inclusion Platform Office
Hontianska 12821 08 Bratislava  SLOVAKIA
Website: www.esip-platform.net
Isabella Haaf

Tel: +34 606 849 937
E-mail: info@esip-platform.net
ESIP MANAGEMENT SUPPORT


Luba Pavlovova, Director, Regional Development Agency Senec-Pezinok (Slovakia)
Tel. +421 2 355 00 11 20 (21)

E-mail: lpavlovova@region-bsk.sk
Haroon Saad, Director,
QeC-European Areas Regeneration Network (QeC-ERAN)
Tel: +32 2 524 45 45
Fax: 32 (0)2 524 44 31,
E-mail: h.saad@qec-eran.org
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