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ESIP NEWS

"Monitoring the Urban Dimension in EU Cohesion Policy: EU 12 perspectives"18-19 March 2009, Prague:
ESIP founding member, QeC-ERAN, organised a conference on “monitoring the urban dimension in EU Cohesion Policy: EU 12 perspective” which  took place in Prague on 18 and 19 March 2009. The event formed part of a series of events that QeC ERAN is organising on the theme of the "urban dimension in EU Cohesion Policy". 

The European Commission has consistently emphasised the need to ensure that an "Urban Dimension" is mainstreamed within Operational Programmes. In the case of the EU 12 Member States, this "mainstreaming" in fact means that they are asked to use the "integrated approach", while never having been involved in the practice that generated the methodology. 

Nevertheless it is clear that some EU 12 member states have sought to develop an urban dimension into their Operational Programmes and National Strategic Reference Frameworks and to encourage "integrated working". 

The conference programme addressed several crucial questions as concerns the urban dimension in cohesion funds. It included speakers from DG Regio, the EP and Managing Authorities from Czech Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Poland. 

For more information please visit our website>>
Laps and Raps 2: workshop nr. 3

The third transnational Action Learning Set of the Laps and Raps 2 project took place on the 12th and 13th of March in Lisbon, Portugal. The theme this time was demographic change and services for older people.

On the first day of the workshop the focus was on the social protection system of host country [image: image6.jpg]._,é e




Portugal. 

The measures concerning ageing provided in the Country’s National Action Plan for Inclusion were presented in detail, and Ms. Sofia Rasgado informed the participants of the facilities for seniors provided by the Portuguese National Network of Integrated Long Term Care. The general objective of this network is the provision of integrated long term care to people who are in a situation of dependency. After lunch participants split into smaller groups in order to visit different units of this network on a field trip. 

The morning of the second day was dedicated to case studies on demographic change and the possibilities for “Active Aging” in Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Hungary. Mr. Calin Rus from the Intercultural Institute Timisoara put the focus on the social inclusion challenges related to ageing and migration. After lunch the focus was shifted to the LAPS and RAPS methodology. Expert Liz Mackie gave a presentation on developing Local Action Plans. Following the workshop, members of the action learning group will participate in an online coaching and peer learning programme which will support them in the development of local action plans and eventually assist them with the elaboration of specific project proposals. 
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Presentations from the Third Peer Review Workshop are available on the ESIP website
Go back to index


New ESIP Members

ESIP welcomes our new member PO "FROM BEGINNING" from Lithuania which has recently joined the platform. 
Contact information can be found on the ESIP website under members. 
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SOCIAL INCLUSION NEWS
2009 EU peer review programme on social inclusion

The European Commission has launched its 2009 peer review programme on social inclusion. This year, the programme will look at 10 policies/practices related to social inclusion. Among these, there will be a peer review examining the Vienna homelessness monitoring system: “Counting the homeless – improving the basis for planning assistance”. This peer review will take place on 12-13 November in Vienna and will involve the following peer countries: Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Slovenia, and Sweden. For more information, see the peer review programme website.

Active Inclusion, renewed social agenda and cross-border health services on the EP Agenda

The Employment and Social Affairs Committee of the European Parliament adopted on 31 March an own-initiative report on Active Inclusion. Download draft 21/1/2009. 
 European Parliament draft report recognises energy poverty as "growing problem" and encourages Member States to take action

On 30th March 2009, the European Parliament Committee on Industry, Research and Energy adopted the report on the Internal Market in Electricity, tabled in second reading by Rapporteur Eluned Morgan (PES). Recognizing energy poverty as a “growing problem in the Community”, the text calls on Member States to develop national action plans or other appropriate frameworks to tackle energy poverty”, “ensure the necessary supply for vulnerable customers”, develop integrated approaches (in particular through social policy and energy efficiency measure). It also encourages Member States to define vulnerable customers and prohibit disconnection in this context, in critical times. The text now has to be adopted by the European Parliament in plenary on 21st April..

8th Meeting of People experiencing poverty on the EC’s website

The 8th Meeting of people experiencing poverty will take place in Brussels on 15 and 16 May 2009 and will address the topics of Housing, Financial Inclusion and Access to Basic Services. The basic purpose of this event is to listen to people experiencing poverty, and to establish a dialogue with policy- and decision makers in the field of fight against poverty and social exclusion at the European level and at national levels. It is organised jointly by the Czech Presidency of the European Union, the European Commission and the European Anti- Poverty Network. Read more.
EP adopts report on “the social situation of the Roma and improving their access to the labour market in the EU"

On 11 March 12, 2009, the European Parliament adopted the report by Magda Kósáne Kovács (PES, HU) on "the social situation of the Roma and improving their access to the labour market in the EU". Calling for an overall strategy to integrate the Roma community into the European Union, the own initiative report states: “Educating young people should be a priority in combating poverty and social exclusion of the Roma”. Read more. >> Read also ERIO’s press release.
Go back to index




PUBLICATIONS   
External evaluation of the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for All (EYEO)

The overall aim of this evaluation was to determine whether the EYEO was a success both at the European level and at the level of the 30 Participant Countries. As part of the final evaluation report, four thematic reports were produced, three of which to focus on three grounds of discrimination, namely racial and ethnic origin, age and sexual orientation. The fourth report addresses the way in which gender was mainstreamed across the actions and activities, carried out respectively at national and EU level. The final report and its 4 thematic reports are now available.
ENAR: Latest ENARgy on social inclusion and equality
ENAR has issued the latest edition of its newsletter ENARgy, on the theme “Social inclusion and equality”. The articles in this edition of ENARgy analyse social inclusion from an equality perspective, presenting a range of views from different actors, including the European Parliament, academics, the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) and SOLIDAR. The newsletter also features the experiences of ENAR members in the United Kingdom and Malta in their engagement with the National Action Plans on social inclusion and a focus on the specific exclusion that Roma communities face. Read more.
CONFERENCES
European Social Services Conference: “Quality and Performance in Social Services in Europe” - 22-24 June 2009, Prague 

The annual European Social Services Conference is intended for all those concerned with planning and delivering European social care and health. Through top-quality plenary presentations and a highly topical workshop programme, the conference offers strategic and practical learning and networking opportunities to all those responsible for planning and implementing services in different European regions: planners, politicians, managers and professionals. Read more
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The Employment Week is an annual forum for the debate of critical issues around strong employment within the EU member states. It

will take place in Brussels from the 24-25 June 2009. Conference speakers will include Commissioner Vladimir Špidla. Topics under discussion this year are:

· The migration of labour Skills shortages and the development of skills and leaders

· Raising employment levels – innovation, the green economy, restructuring

· The response of governments, businesses and individuals to change - both economic and climactic

The conference organisers also provide the opportunity and space to display ESF-funded projects and initiatives at the Market Place exhibition and to discuss successes with people from all over the EU. For conditions and terms please follow this link:Go back to index
CONTACT INFORMATION

European Social Inclusion Platform Office
Hontianska 12
821 08 Bratislava 
SLOVAKIA
E-mail: info@esip-platform.net
Website: www.esip-platform.net
ESIP MANAGEMENT SUPPORT



Luba Pavlovova, Director, Regional Development Agency Senec-Pezinok (Slovakia)
Tel. +421 2 355 00 11 20 (21)
E-mail: lpavlovova@region-bsk.sk


Haroon Saad, Director, QeC-European Areas Regeneration Network (QeC-ERAN)
Tel: +32 2 524 45 45
Fax: 32 (0)2 524 44 31,
E-mail: E-mail h.saad@qec-eran.org
Isabella Haaf, 
Communications and Information Manager, 
QeC-ERAN
Tel: +34 606 849 937
E-mail: isabellahaaf@qec-eran.org





















If your organisation is currently involved in an interesting project or event that you would like to inform other ESIP members about, please get in touch with the ESIP coordinator sending an e-mail to �HYPERLINK "mailto:info@esip-platform.net"��info@esip-platform.net�
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